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April is Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month. This is a  me to put extra 
focus on awareness events in the 
community. Community Works 
SAVS staff and volunteers will add 
our support to community and 
SOU events during the month and 
con nue with regular awareness 
projects and ac vi es throughout 
the year. Also check out our 
window display at the Medford 
Library thru May. Look for the 
Community Works booth at the 
Pear Blossom Street Fair where we 
will be providing advocacy and 
informa on.  
 
The independent film, The Hun ng 
Ground will be shown at SOU on 
May 1 and we will be sharing 
informa on and support. It is “an 
expose of rape crimes on U.S. 
college campuses, their 
ins tu onal cover‐ups, and the 
devasta ng toll they take on 
students and their families.” 
 
Most of us know a sexual assault 
survivor. Rape and sexual assault is 
only caused by perpetrators who 
choose to use their power to take 
control of someone else’s life. It is 
never okay. Survivors want to be 
believed, supported and to be 
safe. Perpetrators must be held 
accountable. Challenge each other 
to recognize that a truly powerful 
person does not make others 
powerless. 
 
Thank you for joining us this April 
and everyday as we say NO MORE 
to domes c violence and sexual 
assault.  

Because You Care 2015 

Thank You To Our Sponsors 

On Saturday, March 7, 2015 Community Works honored and thanked the community for 
its support of our programs at the annual Because You Care event. Held at SOU in the 
Rogue River Room of the Stevenson Union, over 200 guests listened to the challenges and 
successes of Community Works’ clients and honored Visionary Awardees. This year, 
Community Works recognized the personal and professional dedication of Brian Morton, 
annual BYC Master of Ceremonies, avid children’s advocate, and KDRV News Anchor. 
Nancy Brewold-Johnson, founder of the Domestic Violence Foundation, early fundraiser 
for Dunn House Shelter, and past Community Works Board Member, was recognized for 
her commitment to victims of domestic violence. Randy and Jonelle Jones, donors of the 
Mission Candles candle manufacturing business to Lithia Springs, volunteers and 
supporters of several Community Works programs, and avid children’s advocates, were 
honored for their contributions. Thank you to Co-Chairs Robb Mayers and MJ Scheve, and 
committee members Lee Ayers-Preboski, Patti Diehl, Heather Mackey, Karen Reis, and 
Travis Snyder for all their hard work making this event possible. 

 



Stuart Meyer has dedicated his time and support to Community Works as a Board Member for 
over seven years. He first got involved with Community Works when he was asked to help the 
organization with a strategic plan. Showing his passion for the Community Works mission and 
his valuable experience in business, he was quickly offered, and graciously accepted, a 
position on the Board of Directors. He has served as a Board Member since 2008 and was 
Board Chairman from 2012 to 2014. 
 
He says he got involved because he has known individuals who have struggled with the same 
issues many of our clients face. He also knows several survivors of domestic violence and 
sexual assault. He especially enjoys the work we do with at-risk youth. He gets satisfaction from hearing the success 
stories of our clients, knowing he has had some part in helping make it all possible. 
 
Stuart is a career coach and business advisor who owns Aligned Business Consulting. He helps individuals, businesses 
and organizations reach their goals and achieve their aspirations. He is married to Cynthia Scherr and has two kids in 
college. 
 
Community Works has greatly benefited from the expertise, wisdom and patience Stuart has to offer and appreciates 
the thousands of hours he has volunteered and the many contributions he has made to our organization. Thank you 
Stuart!! 

Board	Member	Spotlight...	

From	the	Executive	Director...	
Dear Friends of Community Works: 
 
As the energy of spring-time change occurs, so do we see the growth of commitment to 
supporting the varied clients served by Community Works. It is a pleasure to provide you with 
the latest edition of THE WORKS that demonstrates this commitment.  
 
In this issue, we feature information about our Because You Care Dinner held on March 7, 
2015, where we gave recognition to members of our community who have served as 
Visionaries for the work that we do. On behalf of our agency, I would like to thank our event 

volunteers, sponsors and the event participants that demonstrated commitment to our agency through donations of 
time and/or monetary contribution.  We also provide a spotlight introduction of Stuart Meyer, a long-time member of 
the Community Works Board and the recent past Chair of the Board. In addition, you will learn about Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month that provides numerous community-wide activities to educate and raise our motivation to say NO 
MORE to domestic violence and sexual assault. For more information on the related events during the month of April, 
please check out the Community Works website at www.community-works.org.  
 
A basic human quality is sharing one’s wealth both through services and/or donation support. The contributions of our 
donors facilitate the success of our programs as our staff work to bring about cultural change and to promote strength-
based personal success for our clients. Our staff is strongly committed to help those who cannot help themselves 
without resources. With our goals to address the needs of victims of domestic violence and sexual assault, and to serve 
high need youth and their families, we value and need your support and ask that you consider sharing your wealth by 
contributing to the Community Works initiatives aimed toward bettering our community.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and best wishes,  
 
Laura O’Bryon 
Executive Director 

 



From	Youth	&	Family	Services:		

From	Victim	Services:		

From	Lithia	Springs	:		
“I can’t change the direction of the wind, but I can adjust my sails to always reach my destination.” Jimmy Dean 
 
The Lithia Springs Boys Program is a place for high risk youth to gain and practice skills that will increase their chances of 
making it in the real world. One facet of the residential treatment program is a weekly community service outing. One day per 
week the boys journey out into the field with one of the local sponsors. The boys work with Ashland Park’s and Recreation 
Department, Lomakatsi Nature Restoration, Coyote Trails School of Nature, Sanctuary One Care Farm, and Earth Teach Forest 
Park. 
 
They begin with a safety discussion, outlining proper tool use, emotional management and the necessity of clear 
communication while performing the task of the day. The elements of shared responsibility and teamwork go a long way in the 
working world and it is something we strive to showcase in our weekly outings. The youth perform such tasks as tree and shrub 
planting, weed eradication, public trail maintenance, rescued animal care, and fence construction. It’s a very rewarding process 
for them as they can put real skills to use on a real job. 
 
One of the most rewarding aspects to the weekly work crew outings is the natural setting they generally find themselves in 
while performing the job; creeks, trails, trees, flowers, open sky all reward the boys with positive visual and mental stimulus 
throughout the duty. The youth getting their hands in the soil encourages positive growth of the trees and shrubs they are 
planting, as well as themselves.  

Continued support from Garrison’s Home Improvements is making residents’ stays at the 
Dunn House more comfortable. After showing Community Works 
their generosity in the fall with new mattresses, box springs, and 
recliners for the Dunn House Shelter, the Garrison Family has 
continued their bigheartedness. Since publishing our last 
newsletter, the Dunn House has also received the gifts of a new 
sofa set, two new dressers, and a beautiful new dining table and 
chairs.  
 
The cycle of violence experienced by individuals and families 
affected by domestic violence is exhausting. Individuals oppressed by 
violence can lose their sense of worth, and can sometimes grow to believe 
they deserve violence. Garrison’s Home Furnishings and Mattress Gallery 
is sending a message to our clients that they are cared for and valued by 
their community.  
 

Alissa, Brian and   
li le  Harper Garrison 

This is Molly’s story...It is a story of sadness, desperation, hope and ultimately one of success. At her worst and in less than 3 
years she had lost multiple jobs, stolen in order to buy drugs, became pregnant and soon lost custody of that child, became 
homeless, lost the support and trust of her family, and finally ended up in jail and then residential treatment. When Molly 
eventually found her way to the Community Works Transitional Living and Mentoring Program, she was ready for a strong 
foundation of support and resources to move in a new and healthy direction. A short time after she applied, an apartment was 
ready for her and she was able to transition straight from residential treatment to her own apartment. For six months Molly lived 
in that apartment, and with support of the program and staff, she used that time to get her life back on track.  
 
She worked multiple part time jobs until she was able to find a full time job. She completed her drug treatment and became a 
mentor for others who were fighting addiction. She reconnected with her family and started rebuilding those relationships she 
had sacrificed in her pursuit of drugs. She started the long process of regaining custody of her son so she could be the great 
Mom she knows she can be. She paid off debts, started to reestablish good credit and saved everything she could in preparation 
to leave TLP. When she was ready, she found an apartment that fit her needs and started the process of transitioning out of TLP. 
 
Molly made the transition and has been in the Mentoring program for three months now. She said working, volunteering, 
reconnecting with her child in healthy ways, managing her bills and home is not easy, takes a lot of work and is scary at times, 
but it’s worth it. Molly is just one of many youth, homeless or facing homelessness, who greatly benefit from TLP and the 
Mentoring Program. These programs work as stepping stones for these youth to get stable and become independent; their need is 
boundless and their success is jubilant. 



Community Works 
201 West Main Street, Suite 3D 
Medford, OR 97501 
 
Address Service Requested  

 

Giving to Community Works 
 

Did you know? 
You can refer your friends or family on-line to make a financial donation to Community 
Works and help locals in need? It’s also a great birthday or anniversary present if you 
donate in someone's honor. 
 

Donate on the website:  
www.community-works.org/donate 
 

Donate by phone at: 541-779-2393 
 

Donate by mail to:  
Community Works  
201 West Main Street Suite 3D 
Medford, OR 97501 

Dona ons from our website wish list are 
accepted at 201 West Main Street on 
Thursdays from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm. 
Call ahead , 541‐779‐2393 for larger 
dona ons, furniture or other items. 

Support Community Works 
through your Estate 

Legacy or planned gifts through 
your estate can create 
opportunities for Community 
Works to help people in crisis and 
operate our many programs for 
years to come - leaving an 
important impact for the future. 
For more information contact 
Christine Leusch at 541-779-2393 
ext. 228 or by email at 
cleusch@community-works.org. 

Please write checks to  
“Community Works” 

Because You Care Visionary Award Honorees  
(l to r) Brian Morton, Barbara Brewold‐Johnson, 
and Jonelle and Randy Jones 

Thank You  
Walmart Foundation 
Barbara Johnson, Director 

of Victim Services accepts a 
check for $36,500 from the 
Walmart Foundation for a 

grant funding the “You Have 
Options” program, a victim-
centered response to sexual 

violence, in partnership with 
Medford, Central Point and 
Talent Police Departments. 

Thank You Mountain Meadows Community 

The Mountain Meadows Community voted to donate dishware 
from their clubhouse dining room to Victim Services.  
Mountain Meadows is a 55+ retirement community in Ashland.  
When they purchased new dishes for their dining room, they 
chose to gift the restaurant-quality dishware they were 
replacing to Dunn House.  This donation was huge for the 
survivors we work with.  The Dunn House received 
approximately two dozen boxes of dishware.  Not only will the 
shelter have enough dinner plates, desert plates, bowls, and 
mugs, but we have enough to provide for many families we 
work with who are starting over in a new safe home.   


