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Community Works would like to encourage 
everyone to consider how they can help raise 
awareness about domestic violence and 
support the efforts of Victim Services in 
supporting families to be free of violence.    
 
Our HelpLine is a resource for survivors  
and their support system:  
(541)779-HELP 
www.community-works.org 
 
 
Online resources are: 
Oregon Coalition Against Domestic & Sexual 
Violence- www.ocadsv.org 
 
National Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence- www.ncadv.org 
 
Teen Resources: Love is Respect 
www.loveisrespect.org  
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Nationally, this is a time to raise awareness 
about the prevalence of domestic violence 
in our communities. Domestic violence 
agencies, community partners, as well as 
citizens, come together to celebrate the 
work that has been done for more than 35 
years to end violence against women. 
During this time we also look toward the 
work that needs to be done to end domestic 
violence.  

The Rogue Valley has been witness to 

  October was Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

Strengthening community to 
change lives. 

Strengthening lives to change 

community. 
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multiple domestic violence homicides in the 
last three years. These tragedies remind us 
that domestic violence is still a grave issue in 
our community and raising awareness is 
crucial in helping families to be safe and 
perpetrators to be accountable. One in four 
women will experience domestic violence in 
their lifetime. This means that our friends, 
coworkers and family members need to know 
that we are here to support them if they are 
surviving domestic violence and that we will 
hold them accountable if they are 
perpetrating domestic violence. 

Partnerships & Successes 
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Your giving helps us to 
achieve our mission goal: 

“Community Works strives 
to strengthen lives and our 
community by responding to 
victims of domestic violence 
and sexual assault, and high-
need youth and their 
families, through support 
services and advocacy.” 

Sincerely, 

Laura O’Bryon 
Interim Executive Director 
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We are deeply grateful to our Donors. 

This year we had so many donors come forward with the most heartfelt gifts.  One 
of those donors was the Ashland branch of the American Association of University 

Women that donated all new bedding and household goods to our Dunn House 
Shelter.  The donation was valued at hundreds of dollars, but the time, effort, and 

community that it took to bring all those donations  
together and give Dunn House a new look was priceless. 

Thank you Ashland branch of AAUW.  
You make the Rogue Valley a stronger community for us all. 

  

  
Dear Friends of Community Works: 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that I assume the position of Interim 
President and CEO for Community Works. The work of our agency 
supports varied initiatives that focus on education and development 
for homeless, runaway, and adjudicated youths; mental health 
services; and serving victims of domestic and sexual violence. This 
work is carried out by committed qualified staff and volunteers. Our 
Board of Directors is highly motivated to lead these initiatives, with a 
determination to continue the development and expansion of 
services in our community. We are proud to provide our clients with 
a seamless continuum of care given a variety of complementary 
programs within our agency. We also intentionally seek ways to 
affiliate and work in partnerships with other social service 
organizations to serve our greater community. 

In this issue of THE WORKS, we are pleased to inform you about the 
results of the 2013 Lithia Springs Programs assessment by the OYA, 
Oregon Youth Authority. In addition, we encourage you to inform 
your networks about the observation of National Domestic Violence 
Month and have included information on Community Works’ 
HelpLine- a resource for survivors and their support systems, as well 
as on-line resources for those in need of support. 

Finally, we want to offer our sincere appreciation to our contributing 
funders, including those that are identified in this edition of THE 
WORKS. Through their contributions, we continue to facilitate our 
initiatives to meet the needs of children, adolescents, young adults, 
women and families who are working to overcome a severe life crisis 
or trauma through support services. 

It is rewarding to represent our professional staff in looking forward 
to expanding our advocacy efforts. We look to your support to 
continue our work. Please consider our invitation to participate in our 
fundraising efforts by donating to the Community Works advocacy 
endeavors under our purview.  
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BYC 
Because You Care Luncheon 2013 
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Thanks to the community of 
supporters in the Rogue Valley  
BYC 2013 was a wonderful success. 
 
This year two of our Visionary 
awards were given to the City of 
Medford and City of Ashland Police 
Departments for their ground-
breaking work with our Victim 
Services department.  From Medford 
we honored the leadership of Chief 
Tim George, Deputy Chief Tim 
Doney and Officer Bob McCurley. 
From Ashland we honored the “You 
Have Options” program under the 
leadership of Chief Terry Holderness 
& Deputy Chief Corey Falls.  
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We are grateful to all officers who 
work to help make our community a 
safer place. 

Our third Visionary award was 
given to Laverne Bynum, otherwise 
knows as “Grandma”.  Eighty three 
year old Laverne Bynum has raised 
three children of her own and since 
1998 has been volunteering at the 
Lithia Springs School.  She tutors the 
youth on world history and literature 
as well as giving a kind ear to the 
students.  The boys and girls hold 
“Grandma” in the highest regard 
and so do we. 

 

BYC 2013 Sponsors 
Gold 
All Care & Care Source 
Silver 
Butler Ford  
Knife River Materials 
Wendy’s of Southern Or 
Bronze 
Adroit Construction 
Advanced Air & Metal 
Beecher Carlson Ins. 
Breeze Financial Group 
Brenda Williams 
Shelley Barry 
Cielo Salon 
  Christina Apodaca 
  MJ McCoy 
Don Pinkham, CPA, PC 
Elements Tapas Bar  
JL Scott Realty, JJ Kramer 
Barbara & Rudd Johnson 
Kistler +Small +White , 
  Architects 
New Horizons Custom         
Woodworks 
Noel Lesley Events 
Pacific Electrical  
Precision Electric 
Pressure Point Roofing,  
Sky Oak Wealth Mgmt 
  Jennifer Davis 
West Coast Pipeline, LLC 
 



3

Good News for Lithia Springs 
Educational and Residential 
Program 
On September 9 and 10, 2013 
Lithia Springs Programs 
underwent a program 
assessment by the Oregon 
Youth Authority (OYA). The 
purpose of the program 
assessment is to determine 
how Lithia Springs utilizes 
those program characteristics 
that are highly correlated with 
decreasing recidivism. The 
data obtained through the 
assessment is used to highlight 
specific program areas that 
need improvement as well as 
those that are exemplary as 
part of ongoing quality 
improvement.  
 
Recommendations for program 
enhancement will be made 
and action plans generated in 
order to produce more 
evidence-based, effective 
programs. 
 
At the conclusion of the 
assessment the evaluation 
team reported during the 
assessment brief-out that 
“Lithia is doing a very, very 
good job.  You’re doing 
excellent work here.” The 
assessment team also noted an 
important theme they found 
while here, which was that 
every client expressed the 
feeling that staff would help 
them with any problem when 
they needed help. While we 
are certainly very pleased with 
the results of the assessment, 
we are most  
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proud of the youth’s view of 
staff support. 
 
In the draft assessment report 
we received an overall “Highly 
Effective” rating. Researchers 
at the University of Cincinnati 
have assessed over 500 
programs nationwide and have 
developed a large database on 
correctional intervention 
programs. Approximately 6 
percent of the programs 
assessed have been classified 
as "highly effective", 18 
percent "effective", 31 percent 
"needs improvement", and 45 
percent "not effective". 

Independent Living Program 
Receives amazing donation. 
A refurbished car was given to 
the ILP program by a local 
mechanic. This amazing 
donation came in for the 
Independent Living Program 
August 21, 2013.  

The young adults in the ILP 
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program are between the 
ages of 14 and 21 who are 
current or past foster youth. 
The goal of this program is to 
have the clients learn the 
skills to be independent 
from the DHS system and be 
successful in the goals they 
outline for themselves with 
the help of their case 
manager. Youth enter foster 
care due to abuse or neglect 
from their primary 
caregivers. 

 “Lisa” was given the gift of 
the used car. She was chosen 
because she was a recent 
graduate of ILP. She is 
attending college and 
needed transportation to and 
from work. “Lisa” is an 
inspiration to those who have 
had to face adversity.  

If you have donations that 
could help a young adult get 
started in an apartment 
please contact:  
Matthew Brody  
Runaway and Homeless Youth 
Program Manager   
541/779-2393 ext. 245 
 

 

How wonderful it 
is that nobody 
need wait a single 
moment before 
starting to 
improve the 
world.  

–Anne Frank 
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Giving Club Launch 2013 
About the Club 
The Giving Club is designed to create 
a community of our most dedicated 
donors. Club members help by 
providing unrestricted funds that allow 
us to remain strong and responsive 
when funding streams suddenly 
change. We meet a couple of times a 
year to celebrate the best of the Rogue 
Valley. 
 
This year we launched our Giving Club 
at the 2Hawk Winery in March.  
Rick and Nisha Jackson graciously 
offered the beautiful space and 
appetizers. It was a delightful evening 
with music from Skylar Harington and 
delicious wine sponsored by Sky Oak 
Wealth Management. 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER 
TRAINING 
We enthusiastically welcome our community to 
join us for our victim services advocacy trainings. 
This is a great opportunity for anyone who is 
concerned about domestic and sexual violence in 
our community. This two day, 16 hour training 
gives insight into the issues of domestic violence 
& sexual assault, their impact on individuals & 
families, and how you can help. We have 
volunteer opportunities that span across several 
programs and can fit into almost any schedule.  If 
you want more information or are ready to start 
making a difference contact us today for 
registration to our next training,  
Training Dates: 
October 26 & 27 
Please call 541-821-0876 
http://www.community-works.org/volunteering/  
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Guest speaker Patrick McCrea 
Patrick originally came to 
Community Works through the Lithia 
Springs School program, referred by 
the Oregon Youth Authority. He was 
a resident at the Lithia Boys’ Home 
while attending school. He excelled 
at the Lithia Springs School and 
completed the program. He then 
moved on to our Treatment Foster 
Care program after graduating. 
From Foster Care, he excelled in the 
Transitional Living Program.  
He found so much help and hope 
through the Community Works’ 
programs that he decided to return 
to Community Works and help 
others that are in the same position 
he was in years ago. Patrick now 
works in our Boys’ Home and helps 
young men through the many 
challenges of life. 
	   	  
	  	  	    

GIVING  
CLUB 

 
To find out more about the 
Giving Club, please 
contact:  
Misha Hernandez  
Development Manager 
541-779-2393 ext 228 or 
email: mhernandez@ 
community-works.org 



  

Community Works 
201 West Main Street Suite 3D 
Medford, OR 97501 

[Recipient] 

 

Community Works News 
• Victim Services has recently been awarded a grant to have two advocates 

working at OnTrack. This is a partnership with Community Works, DHS and 
OnTrack. The grant will work with individuals and families who are dealing 
with issues of domestic violence and who are working with OnTrack and 
DHS. This is a groundbreaking partnership that will be able to address the 
many faceted issues of violence and recovery within the youth and adult 
population of Jackson County. 
 

• Lithia Springs Schools in partnership with the Oregon Youth Authority 
has a program graduation rate of 85%. 
 

• Runaway and Homeless Youth have more ILP youth utilizing the Chafee 
Education Training Grant than in the past.  This grant gives ex foster youth 
an extra $1000 a term for college either in the community college or 
university systems.  

 

 


